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SUBJECT: DOUBLE DISSOLUTION OF PARLIAMENT APPEARS IMMINENT 

1. SUMMARY: DOUBLE DISSOLUTION OF AUSTRALIAN PARLIAMENT NOW 
SUDDENLY APPEARS IMMINENT. IN PRESS CONFERENCE AND STATEMENT IN 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES APRIL 4. LIBERAL OPPOSITION LEADER 
SNEDDEN STATED LIBERAL AND COUNTRY PARTIES WOULD OPPOSE REMAINING 
APPROPRIATIONS BILLS IN HOUSE. HE SAID THAT IF OPPOSITION PARTIES 

IN SENATE ALSO OPPOSE APPROPRIATIONS BILLS, GOVERNMENT WOULD BE 
FORCED TO DOUBLE DISSOLUTION AND EARLY ELECTIONS. WHITLAM TOOK 
UP CHALLENGE, STATING THAT IF SENATE REJECTED APPROPRIATIONS 
BILLS, HE WOULD ASK GOVERNOR GENERAL TO DISSOLVE BOTH HOUSES AND 
ISSUE WRITS OF ELECTION FOR BOTH HOUSES ON MAY 18. STAGE IS 
ALMOST SET FOR GENERAL ELECTIONS, BUT FINAL STEP REMAINS TO BE 
TAKEN BY SENATE. END SUMMARY. 

2. AT PRESS CONFERENCE IN CANBERRA AFTERNOON OF APRIL 4 (LOCAL 
TIME) LIBERAL OPPOSITION LEADER SNEDDEN ANNOUNCED COMBINED 
OPPOSITION HAD DECIDED TO PRESS FOR DISSOLUTION OF BOTH HOUSES 
OF PARLIAMENT (I.E., DOUBLE DISSOLUTION) AND EARLY NATIONAL 
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3. SNEDDEN FOLLOWED UP PRESS CONFERENCE WITH OBVIOUSLY WELL- 
PREPARED SPEECH IN VERY STORMY SESSION OF HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
LATER IN AFTERNOON, STATING THAT LIBERAL AND COUNTRY PARTIES IN 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES WOULD REJECT REMAINING APPROPRIATIONS 
BILLS BEFORE IT. HE SAID THAT IF, IN SENATE, ALL MEMBERS OF 
LIBERAL, COUNTRY, AND DEMOCRATIC LABOR PARTIES ALSO OPPOSE 
REMAINING APPROPRIATIONS BILLS, GOVERNMENT MUST GO TO AN ELECTION, 
DISSOLVING BOTH HOUSES OF PARLIAMENT. SNEDDEN SAID THAT, IF 
DOUBLE DISSOLUTION ORDERED, OPPOSITION PARTIES WOULD MAKE 
SUBSEQUENT, SUITABLE ARRANGEMENTS FOR APPROVING PENDING 
APPROPRIATIONS BILLS TO PERMIT GOVERNMENT OPERATIONS TO CONTINUE. 
SNEDDEN UNDERTOOK SYSTEMATIC DENUNCIATION OF GOVERNMENT'S 
HANDLING OF INFLATION AND OF SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC POLICIES IN 
GENERAL. 

4. IN REPLY PRIME MINISTER WHITLAM SAID THAT IF SENATE REJECTS 
ANY MONEY BILL, IT WILL BE FIRST TIME SENATE WOULD HAVE REJECTED 
MONEY BILL IN HISTORY OF AUSTRALIA. UNDER SUCH CIRCUMSTANCES, 

HE CONTINUED, HE WOULD ADVISE GOVERNOR GENERAL TO DISSOLVE BOTH 
HOUSE AND SENATE AND ISSUE WRITS OF ELECTION FOR BOTH HOUSES ON 
MAY 18. HOWEVER, HE SAID THAT UNTIL SENATE HAS REJECTED 
APPROPRIATIONS BILL, THERE WOULD BE NO GROUNDS FOR ASKING 
GOVERNOR GENERAL TO DISSOLVE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. WHITLAM 
SAID IT WAS TIME TO HAVE A CONTEMPORARY PARLIAMENT, RATHER THAN 
HAVE MAJOR LEGISLATION DELAYED OR REJECTED BY SENATE, SOME OF 
WHOSE MEMBERS ELECTED IN 1967. 

5. COMMENT: SITUATION AT THIS POINT HAS NOT ENTIRELY CLARIFIED, 

BUT IT SEEMS CLEAR FROM STATEMENTS OF BOTH SNEDDEN AND PRIME 
MINISTER THAT DOUBLE DISSOLUTION OF PARLIAMENT IS VERY CLOSE. 
SNEDDEN WAS NOT MERELY BEING CONSIDERATE OF SENATE IN STATING 
THAT IF OPPOSITION PARTIES IN SENATE OPPOSE REMAINING APPROPRI- 
ATIONS BILLS, GOVERNMENT MUST GO TO AN ELECTION, DISSOLVING BOTH 
HOUSES. ANDREW PEACOCK, LIBERAL SPOKESMAN FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS, 
HAD TOLD AMBASSADOR EARLIER APRIL 4 THAT OPPOSITION PARTIES WERE 
PRESSING FOR DOUBLE DISSOLUTION BUT THAT SEVERAL SENATORS 
(UNIDENTIFIED) WERE WAVERING. PEACOCK WAS CONFIDENT THAT 
OPPOSITION PARTIES IN SENATE WOULD COME AROUND. 
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6. OPPOSITION PARTIES ARE CLEARLY BANKING ON GENERAL IMPRESSION 
CREATED BY STRING OF ALP LOSSES IN STATE ELECTIONS IN LAST YEAR 
OR SO (VICTORIA, NEW SOUTH WALES, AND WESTERN AUSTRALIA). 
CONTINUING TREND OF PUBLIC OPINION POLLS ADVERSE TO LABOR 
GOVERNMENT, AND IN PARTICULAR DISARRAY AND CONFUSION IN ALP AND 
LABOR GOVERNMENT FOLLOWING APPOINTMENT OF SENATOR GAIR AS 
AMBASSADOR TO IRELAND. 
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7. IN INITIAL EXCHANGES BETWEEN GOVERNMENT AND OPPOSITON, FOCUS 
HAS BEEN ALMOST ENTIRELY ON DOMESTIC ECONOMIC AND POLITICAL 
ISSUES, THOUGH SNEDDEN INDICATED IN HIS SPEECH THAT HE WOULD BE 
SPEAKING TO DEFENSE AND FOREIGN AFFAIRS QUESTIONS AT A LATER STAGE. 

GREEN 
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